[Epidural analgesia is not the only cause of peripartum central neurologic symptoms. Report of one case of posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome].
A young woman without any significant medical history received an epidural analgesia for labour. She suddenly presented headache, vision loss, nausea and arterial hypertension a few minutes after a 4-ml ropivacaine 0.75% bolus. The catheter was withdrawn and symptoms completely disappeared within 15 minutes. A new epidural catheter was inserted. Thereafter, the patient gave birth to a healthy newborn infant. Half an hour later, while the epidural catheter was still infusing, she presented generalized tonicoclonic seizure. Potential diagnoses were systemic toxicity of local anaesthetics and eclampsia. Accordingly, the patient received intravenous lipid emulsion and magnesium sulphate. There was no biological abnomabilities. A final diagnosis of posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome was made with MRI showing bilateral hyperintensity areas involving the cortex of the occipital and frontal areas asymmetrically. On the sixth day, after delivery, the patient was discharged seizure-free. Repeated MRI 4 weeks after discharge was unremarkable.